
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Shannon Daley Memorial Fund is proud to announce its 13th Annual 

Charity Basketball Event. The Readington Teachers and Readington Men’s All Star 
Team will once again take on the world renowned Harlem Wizards.   

 
The Harlem Wizards are one of the greatest basketball show-team 

organizations to ever "lace it up and let 'em fly." Each event at which the Harlem 
Wizards perform offers a rare combination of individual athleticism, teamwork, and 
entertainment for every fan in attendance.  

 
The Shannon Daley Memorial Fund mission is to assist local families facing 

financial hardship due to a child battling a serious ailment. The first recipient is 16 
year old Shannon Bain from Hillsborough who has a rare autoimmune disorder 
(Opsoclonus Myoclonus Syndrome) that causes brain injury. The second recipient is 
12 year old Bryan Rebimbas from Raritan Township who has spastic dysplasia 
cerebral palsy along with Autism. The third recipient has not been identified at this 
time.  

 

The event will be held Wednesday March 5th, 2014 at Hunterdon Central 
Regional High School Fieldhouse in Flemington, New Jersey.  Game time is 7:00 
PM. Hunterdon Central Regional High School is located on Route 31 in Flemington.  
For further directions call (908) 782-5727. 

 

We also have business opportunities for advertisers. More than a thousand 
spectators attend and we are anticipating another sellout. Ad rates are as follows: 
Full Page $1,000 Half page $500 Quarter page $250. All donations of $50 or more 
will be noted in the Program. 

 

Tickets for the game are $10 for adults and $5 for children under 12 in 
advance. All tickets are $10 at the door. Donations can also be made directly to the 
above address at any time. 

 

For ticket information please call (908) 534 - 0692 or go to www.shannonfund.org. 
If you would like to advertise in the program, please call (609) 282 - 8513 or email 
Paul.McGill@shannonfund.org . Tickets also are available at:  
    

  
 Darrow’s Sporting Edge          (908) 534 - 2838  
 Sneakers Plus           (908) 788 - 2921 
 Mr. Clymer            (908) 283 - 6738  



Shannon Bain’s Story 
   

 
 

Life is filled with experiences—some small and some grand—which 
affect us in some way. 
   

For us, one such experience was in 1998.  Our 11-month-old 
daughter, Shannon, was diagnosed with Opscolonus Myoclonus Syndrome 
(OMS). A rare autoimmune disorder that impacts 1 in 10 million children a 
year, causes brain injury, and is usually accompanied with neuroblastoma 
(cancerous tumor).  
 

When the doctors announced the cancer to us, we immediately asked 
if Shannon was going to die. The doctors replied they just don’t know. We 
were lucky that we were able to remove the cancerous tumor and saved 
Shannon from near death.  However, the doctors told us the OMS is going to 
be even more challenging.    
 

The OMS caused such havoc on Shannon's central nervous system. 
She was unable to tell the difference between her feet and her head relative to 
the space around her, and this was only one of the many symptoms of OMS. 
The Opsoclonus is dancing eyes and Myoclonus is jerking muscles.  Most 
importantly, Shannon’s body was reprogrammed to attack itself.  
Specifically, her antibodies began attacking her brain.   
 

Every day we had to inject our baby with life threatening drugs to 
save her life.  Three years later after her initial diagnosis, Shannon was off 
her medications. Shannon had to learn how to manage the residual waxing 
and waning of recurring symptoms triggered by stress and infections. She 
was sick most days after starting school. The days she did make it to school 
were filled with frustration. Her brain injury weakened her ability to learn 
and caused severe anxiety.    
 

 
 

Unfortunately, in 2008, Shannon came out of remission.  There are 
still only about 2-3 doctors in the world researching OMS.  They are doing 
research on young children in acute stages.  There is no protocol for chronic 
OMS.  Shannon was leading the way, again.  We had to travel around to get a 
doctor that would even be willing to support a protocol and then find a doctor 
and hospital that would implement the protocol for Shannon’s Chronic OMS.  
In 2010, we finally found a hospital but it was in Boston, which is out-of-
network for us.  We have to pay out-of-pocket for every visit.   
 

Shannon is now 16 years old and still battling OMS.  She has been in 
3 different schools, countless therapies, 5 different hospitals for support of 
treatments and multiple counselors, psychologists and psychiatrists.  
Shannon has been through more than what most adults will see in their 
lifetime.  However, when you meet Shannon, she is the happiest person.  She 
loves life!  The only times she is not smiling is if her anxiety is acting up.   
 

Shannon will always have the threat of further brain injury unless she 
is able to “manage” how her body reacts to colds, virus and even stress.  We 
still have to travel to Boston for check-ups and anytime Shannon shows a 
threat of OMS breaking through. Shannon is in need of Physical Therapy, 
Counseling and will be starting a special program at JFK Rehabilitation at 
age 18 y/o.  We have had to sell our home to help cover medical bills and 
debt from managing OMS.  Not being able to have a double income for years 
due to OMS requiring 24/7 care caused a strain on finances.  We were very 
happy to become part of the Shannon Daley Fund.  Any help at all will make 
a huge difference for us. Thank you very much!! 
 
 

 



Bryan Rebimbas Story 
   

 
 

Bryan is a 12 year old, sweet, loving boy who has an infectious 
laugh. When Bryan was born on March 30, 2001, everything seemed perfect. 
Our 7lb 4oz baby boy seemed to be fine. We went to our scheduled well 
visits at the pediatricians where Bryan seemed to be progressing nicely. It 
wasn’t until Bryan was a couple of months old that my husband Tony and I 
started noticing that he was reaching the milestones. He was not sitting up, 
rolling over, followed by not standing, nor babbling. I would mention my 
concerns to the doctor but I kept hearing “all children develop differently, 
don’t compare him to other babies” I also heard “perhaps you are being a 
little too concerned being that you are a special education teacher”!  

I finally had enough and asked for the phone number to early 
intervention so we can have him evaluated. Go figure…Bryan needed 
therapies in all areas-speech therapy, physical therapy and occupational 
therapy.  Shortly after, Bryan was diagnosed with spastic dysplasia cerebral 
palsy followed by another diagnosis at the age of 3 of autism. He then began 
in a preschool handicapped class after much struggle trying to find a daycare 
for him.  

Bryan has seen many doctors and specialists in both areas of CP and 
autism. Bryan has also been diagnosed now with ADHD. This past May of 
2013, Bryan underwent 2 major surgeries on his legs at CHOP (Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia).  He had his hamstrings and Achilles lengthened, 
his knee caps lowered, his tibias broken and straightened and bone added to 
the outsides of his feet to prevent rolling. This is when we found out about 
Bryan’s fragile bones. The surgeon came out to ask us if Bryan has ever had 
broken bones for no reason. We told him no and he said “well his bones are 

crumbling in my hands”! Great, we said to ourselves…something else to 
worry about. 

 After recovering from these surgeries Bryan and I returned to CHOP 
for the summer for rehabilitation.  The plan was to be there for 
approximately 8 weeks. Well on June 30,2013 I lost my job and as sad as I 
was we looked at this as a sign that we needed to do this for our son-how else 
would I be able to be with Bryan 24-7 if I had a job. Bryan is a trooper and is 
determined to walk with his walker or maybe nothing someday. He cries and 
gets frustrated often because all he wants to do is to play with his 2 sisters 
and walk his best friend Tyak (his service dog) but he is so weak and cannot 
stand.  

Bryan has had several setbacks including a severe pressure wound on 
his heel followed by terrible in grown toe nails that required surgery this 
November 2013. At this time we were back at CHOP followed by another 4 
weeks of rehabilitation. We continue to work with his therapists on 
strengthening his legs. Bryan receives PT at school (The Midland School) 
twice a week and we drive to CHOP in Philadelphia twice a week. Bryan still 
cannot stand and needs 100% assistance for everything. Our medical bills, 
losing my job and everything that Bryan needs to make his life more 
comfortable have put a tremendous amount of stress on our family while still 
trying to give our 2 little girls everything they need.  

But the smiles and innocence of our 3 children give us our daily 
strength. Bryan needs constant supervision which makes the reality of 
finding a full time job again at this moment unreal. How will we manage the 
bills, the mortgage, etc…well, we keep hearing “everything happens for a 
reason” and “God has a plan”. Perhaps connecting with The Shannon Daley 
family is a sign of better things ahead!!! Thank you so much for helping out 
our family 
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